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April 14, 2026        RAN Project No. 2603121 
Fire Retardant Coatings of Texas, LLC 
Mr. David Paulo 
President 
4500 Grants Lane 
Fort Worth, TX 76179 
 
Subject: FX Lumber Guard® and FX Lumber Guard XT® Testing 

Dear Mr. Paulo: 
 
RAN Fire Protection Engineering, PC, was engaged by Fire Retardant Coatings of Texas, LLC, to 
review product test reports for the FX Lumber Guard® and FX Lumber Guard XT® fire retardant 
treated wood products.  It is RAN’s professional opinion that The FX Lumber Guard® and FX Lumber 
Guard XT® fire-retardant penetrants, when applied as specified in the manufacturer’s written 
installation instructions, meet the performance criteria of Section 2303.2 of the International Building 
Code (IBC) 2018 edition. 
 
Section 2303.2 of the Building Code addresses fire-retardant-treated wood. This section defines fire-
retardant-treated wood as any wood product that, when impregnated with chemicals by a pressure 
process or other means during manufacture shall meet the following criteria when tested by a 
Nationally Recognized Testing Agency (NRTA) in accordance with ASTM E84 or UL 723: 

• Shall have a listed flame spread index of 25 or less. 
• Show no evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is continued for an 

additional 20 minutes. 
• The flame shall not progress more than 10 ½ feet beyond the centerline of the burners at any 

time during the test. 
The test reports specify the products to be field-applied or factory-applied by applying one application.  
These products are not considered a coating but rather a fire retardant penetrant by the International 
Code Counsel (ICC) Evaluation Service letter issued in October 2024. These products chemically 
impregnate the wood all the way through rather than merely coating the surface. 
Per the listing documentation and the testing reports provided by Intertek and an interpretation 
provided by the ICC, the testing of this product meets Chapter 23 of the 2018 International Building 
Code when applied exactly in the manner specified by the manufacturer. 
All labeling of the fire-retardant treated wood shall be in accordance with Section 2303.2.4. The 
Intertek report also reiterates the identification and labeling required on the containers as well as any 
lumber, plywood, and OSB treated with the factory-applied penetrants. 
Documents reviewed by RAN: 

- INTERTEK – Code Compliance Research Report CCRR-1044 – Valid through: 03/31/2027 – 
Subject: FX Lumber Guard® and FX Lumber Guard XT® Fire Retardant Penetrant 

- INTERTEK – Listing Information of FRCT – FX Lumber Guard® and FX Lumber Guard XT® 
– Spec ID: 35257 

- ICC-ES Evaluation Report – Valid through: October 2026 – Subject: FX Lumber Guard® and 
FX Lumber Guard XT® Fire-Retardant Penetrants 

- FX Lumber Guard® Interior Fire Guard Retardant Penetrant – Technical Data Submittal 
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- FX Lumber Guard XT® Exterior Fire-Retardant Penetrant Chemical Impregnation -Technical 
Data Submittal 

 
RAN Fire Protection Engineering, PC, cannot endorse or promote a particular product or application. 
We have verified NRTA testing and labeling requirements in accordance with Chapter 23 of the 
International Building Code as specified.  This letter is not intended to be used as a project-specific 
endorsement of the subject products, but may be used to demonstrate compliance with the 2018 IBC.  
Since this is not a design-related document, a professional engineer seal is not required. 

Best regards, 

Prepared by:      Reviewed by: 

 
Claire Clifford      Michael Klemenz, PE, FSFPE 
Senior Fire Protection Designer   Principal Fire Protection Engineer 
www.ranfpe.com     www.ranfpe.com 
Phone: 630.427.5060     Phone: 817.420.7044 
Email: claire.clifford@ranfpe.com   Email: mklemenz@ranfpe.com  

 
 
 


